times, there was literally no other means to transport goods for long distances overland except by toiling trains of donkeys or camels, driven by experienced skinners. The caravans were so normal and commonplace a feature of life that they are rarely mentioned in the Hebrew Bible; but an occasional word or two en passant reminds us that they were there, hauling the commerce of long-since fallen empires and steadily pushing along dusty highways as old as organized trade itself 1).
Although several major caravan routes traversed Palestine, and the caravan was undoubtedly well known to the ancient Jews, this type of trade has left no clear mark on the legal codes of the Bible 2). This is so even though pilgrims to Jerusalem must have, over the years, organized many a caravan to take them to the sacred precincts. Perhaps the absence of any reference to caravans and their attendant commercial law merely means that Israel and Judea were on the whole not concerned with international trade or long distance transportation, and whatever was done in those areas of enterprise was accomplished by non-Jews, according to non-Jewish codes. We shall presently consider this idea more closely.
The rise of Greek and, later on, Roman power did not apparently alter the ancient rules governing caravans, and the organization of caravan trade remained rooted in the immemorial custom of Babylonian trade associations 3). By the time of Hellenistic Greek and Roman influence in Palestine, Jewish law had passed into new phases of development, guided at first by Pharisaic jurists and later by the early rabbinic authorities.
The law books compiled and edited by the rabbinic authorities during early centuries of the present era, the Mishnah, the Tosefta, and the Gemaras of Palestine and Babylonia, make some instructive references to laws or procedures obtaining in the caravan trade. They present some intriguing problems for the legal historian and the comparative lawyer, and these texts and problems are the subject of this brief study.
I
Several authors mention the complete and intricate organization of the caravan. The need for organization, discipline, and leadership on such a venture is not hard to understand. The distances involved, the often inhospitable terrain, and the threat of armed attack prompted ancient traders to band together for mutual aid and defense 4). Caravans were complete social units
